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LIBRARY  NETWORKING 
FROM  THE  STATE  LAW  LIBRARIAN 


Libraries  traditionally  have  cooperated  with  each  other  in  order 
to  increase  the  research  value  of  collections,  to  enhance  educa- 
tional and  institutional  opportunities,  and  to  develop  pro- 
fessionalism. The  State  Law  Library  participates  in  a  wide 
variety  of  library  associations  and  activities  which  enable  us  to 
organize  and  expand  our  collection  and  increase  the  value  of  all 
library  services  to  you,  the  patron. 

At  the  state  level,  we  work  closely  with  the  Montana  State 
Library,  the  Legislative  Council  Library,  and  other  government 
information  sources  to  prevent  duplicative  purchasing  and  to 
promote  all  library  programs.  I  serve  on  the  Montana  Library 
Services  Advisory  Council  as  the  representative  of  all  state 
agency  libraries.  The  Council  advises  the  State  Library 
Commission  on  the  development  and  well-being  of  libraries  in 
Montana.  Both  Sandra  Jarvie  and  I  are  members  of  the  state  wide 
Continuing  Education  Committee,  which  is  involved  in  long-range 
planning  for  the  professional  development  of  people  who  work  in 
libraries  in  the  state.  The  Law  Library  staff  is  also  actively 
involved  in  the  Montana  Library  Association. 

Regional  networking  also  is  important  to  us.  We  are  primary  and 
founding  members  of  the  Northwest  Consortium  of  Law  Libraries, 
which  recently  has  been  formed  to  improve  interlibrary  resource 
sharing  among  academic,  government,  and  other  not-for-profit 
institutions.  We  are  participating  in  an  intensive  collection 
assessment  project,  coordinated  by  our  cataloger,  Brenda  Grasmick. 
Dozens  of  libraries  of  all  disciplines  and  sizes  are  taking  part 
in  this  undertaking  funded  by  the  Library  and  Information 
Resources  for  the  Northwest  (LIRN)  Program  of  the  Fred  Meyer 
Charitable  Trust. 

Nationally,  we  are  active  in  the  American  Association  of  Law 
Libraries,  WestPac  (our  regional  chapter),  and  the  special 
interest  section  for  state,  court,  and  county  libraries.  This 
year  I  am  co-chair  of  a  committee  that  is  developing  standards  for 
collections  and  services  of  all  state  law  libraries  in  the 
country. 

We  are  able  to  participate  in  these  networks  because  of  an 
intelligent,  enthusiastic,  and  energetic  library  staff.  We  bring 
to  you,  our  patrons,  the  information  and  experience  accumulated  by 
all  libraries,  and  we  are  confident  that  the  bench  and  bar  of 
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Montana  are  richer  for  these  cooperative  opportunities.  This 
month's  Legalities  is  devoted  to  networking.  Feel  free  to  call  us 
if  you  would  like  more  information  about  any  of  our  activities. 

Judith  Meadows 


TELEFACSIMILE 

The  Law  Library  is  the  lead  institution  for  a  project  that  will 
use  telefacsimile  to  improve  rapid  delivery  of  information  in  the 
state  of  Montana.  Targeted  client  groups--legal ,  medical, 
education,  business,  and  government  of f icials--will  be  surveyed  as 
to  needs,  educated  as  to  resources  available,  and  provided  instant 
copies  of  documents  in  their  work  places. 

Telefacsimile  transmission  is  a  system  that  allows  printed 
materials  to  be  converted  into  electronic  digital  signals.  The 
signals  are  then  transmitted  over  telephone  lines  to  be  formatted 
into  hard  copy  by  the  receiving  equipment.  The  transceivers  that 
our  project  will  be  using  will  be  capable  of  producing  high 
resolution  copies  in  as  little  as  20  seconds.  The  project  will 
allow  us  to  transmit  a  law  review  article  or  completed  legislative 
history  to  Hamilton,  Havre,  or  Hardin,  in  a  matter  of  minutes. 
Possible  sites  for  the  temporary  placement  of  fax  equipment 
include  district  courts,  the  State  Bar,  federal  offices, 
prosecutor's  offices,  and  the  firms  of  defense  counsel. 

This  two  year  project,  beginning  April  1,  is  funded  totally  with  a 
$134,600  grant  from  the  Fred  Meyer  Charitable  Trust,  Library  and 
Information  Resources  for  the  Northwest.  The  LIRN  program 
supports  projects  that  demonstrate  and  evaluate  the  concrete  user 
benefits  of  services  that  draw  on  many  information  sources  to 
rapidly  deliver  critical  information  to  specific  audiences.  By 
encouraging  such  innovation  and  the  demonstration  of  alternative 
approaches,  the  Trust  expects  that  it  can  promote  long-range 
benefits  to  the  information  delivery  capacity  of  our  region. 

We  are  very  excited  about  the  capabilities  this  project  will  give 
us.  Linda  Brander,  our  project  manager,  can  be  reached  at 
406-444-3660  for  further  information. 


ON-LINE  CONNECTIONS 

OCLC,  Online  Computer  Library  Center,  Inc.,  is  a  cooperative 
library  service  network.  It  connects  more  than  4,000  participants 
including  180  law  libraries  throughout  the  United  States.  A 
dedicated  OCLC  model  105  terminal  provides  access  to  this 
network's  database  of  more  than  13  million  bibliographic  records. 

Cataloging,  production  of  the  law  library's  quarterly  microfiche 
catalog  and  monthly  acquisitions  list,  and  call  number  labels  are 
by-products  of  our  utilization  of  the  OCLC  system.  In  addition, 
we  frequently  call  upon  the  OCLC  network  to  supply  ordering 
information  and  to  borrow  materials. 


A  BORROWER  OR  LENDER  BE 

If  you're  uncertain  where  you  can  locate  that  perfect  treatise, 
law  review  article,  or  report,  do  not  despair!  Through 
interlibrary  loan,  the  law  library  can  obtain  nearly  any  legally 
related  publication  for  you.  Other  than  its  own  collection,  the 
law  library's  resources  for  filling  your  requests  are  the 
University  of  Montana  Law  Library,  the  Washington  State  Law 
Library,  and  the  OCLC  interlibrary  loan  subsystem. 

The  University  of  Montana  Law  Library  is  our  chief  source  for  law 
review  articles.  Journal  and  law  review  article  requests  are 
placed  by  phone  and  usually  arrive  within  three  days.  There  is  a 
charge  for  the  photocopying.  The  Washington  State  Law  Library 
lends  books  in  addition  to  supplying  photocopy.  Our  requests  are 
placed  by  phone  and  usually  arrive  within  four  days.  There  is 
also  a  charge  for  this  photocopying. 

When  neither  of  the  above  sources  can  fill  your  requests,  we 
access  the  OCLC  system.  Law  libraries  throughout  the  United 
States  participate  in  this  computer  network;  therefore,  chances 
are  good  that  the  information  you've  requested  can  be  obtained. 
Once  the  requests  have  been  entered  into  the  computer,  the 
material  is  usually  mailed  within  a  few  days  and  arrives  within 
two  weeks.   Charges  vary  according  to  the  lending  library. 

Alas,  and  woe  are  we,  if  these  sources  are  unable  to  fill  your 
requests,  we  will  make  whatever  phone  calls  are  necessary  to 
obtain  the  information  for  you. 

Interlibrary  loan  is  a  reciprocal  agreement.  The  State  Law 
Library  also  loans  materials  to  other  libraries.  With  our 
holdings  in  state  and  national  library  computer  networks,  we  loan 
books  to  academic,  public,  school,  and  law  libraries  throughout 
the  country. 

JAIL  PROJECT 

The  assistance  of  the  State  Law  Library  has  been  solicited  for  a 
project  involving  development  and  implementation  of  a  legal 
resource  library  for  the  Lewis  and  Clark  City-County  Jail.  This 
is  an  endeavor  totally  without  funding,  so  contributions  of  legal 
materials  are  encouraged.  Consider  donating  duplicate/surplus 
volumes  that  fall  near  or  within  the  guidelines  listed  below. 
Suggestions  and  donations  of  books  that  fall  outside  the 
parameters  of  this  list  are  encouraged  also.  If  unable  or 
disinclined  to  contribute  to  the  project  for  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
City-County  Jail  in  Helena,  consider  your  local  county  jail.  For 
more  information,  please,  contact  George  R.  Jackson  at  the  State 
Law  Library. 


Guidelines  for  Inmates  Library. 

I.  General  Materials. 

A.  AiTisterdain,  Anthony.   Trial  Manual  for  the  Defense  of 
Criminal  Cases. 

B.  Bailey,  F.  Lee  and  Henry  B.  Rothblatt. 
Complete  Manual  of  Criminal  Forms. 

C.  One  or  more  of  the  following: 

1.  Ballentine,  James  A.   Ballentine's  Law  Dictionary. 

2.  Black,  Henry  C.   Black's  Law  Dictionary. 

D.  Gifis,  Steven  H.   Law  Dictionary^  *" 

E.  Cohen,  Morris  L.   Legal  Research  in  a  Nutshell. 

F.  Criminal  Law  Reporter.   Washington,  D.C.  :  BNA. 

G.  Fox,  Sanford  J.   Juvenile  Courts  in  a  Nutshell. 
H.   Israel,  Jerold  H.  and  Wayne  R.  LaFave . 

Criminal  Procedure  in  a  Nutshell. 
I.   Jailhouse  Lawyer's  Manual;  How  to  Bring  a  Federal 

Suit  Against  Abuses  in  Prison.   San  Francisco  :  Prison 

Law  Collective. 
J.   One  or  more  of  the  following; 

1.  Krantz,  Sheldon.   Cases  and  Materials  on  the 
Law  of  Corrections  and  Prisoners  Rights. 

2.  Prisoners  Rights  Sourcebook;   Theory, 
Litigation,  Practice. 

3.  Rubin,  Sol.   Prison  Law;   The  Court  Decisions; 
Sentencing  to  Prison,  Prison  Conditions,  and 
Consequences  of  Imprisonment. 

K.   A  Manual  on  Habeas  Corpus  for  Jail  and  Prison  Inmates. 

Written  and  compiled  by  the  Prison  Law  Project. 
L.   Prison  Law  Reporter.   Seattle  ;   Young  Lawyers  Section, 

ABA. 
M.   Rudovsky,  David.   The  Rights  of  Prisoners;   the 

Basic  ACLU  Guide  to  Prisoners'  Rights. 
N.   Sokol,  Ronald  P.   Federal  Habeas  Corpus. 

II.  State  Materials. 

A.  Montana  Reports. 

B.  Montana  Code  Annotated. 

C.  Montana  Digest. 

D.  Shepard's  Citations  for  Montana. 

E.  Treatise  covering  state  criminal  practice  and 
procedure . 

WESTPAC  IS  COMING 

The  Western  Pacific  Chapter  (WestPac)  of  the  American  Association 
of  Law  librarians  has  selected  Helena  for  the  site  of  its  1986 
conference.  Law  librarians  from  Idaho,  Wyoming,  Washington, 
Oregon,  Nevada,  California,  and  Montana,  will  be  in  attendance 
from  September  17-20.  Portions  of  the  conference's  activities  are 
being  sponsored  by  contributions  from  some  generous  Montana  law 
firms  and  corporations.   We  thank  you  for  your  support! 


LEXIS  PROPOSAL 

Mead  Data  Central  is  exploring  with  both  the  State  Bar  and  the 
State  Law  Library,  the  possibility  of  establishing  a  LEXIS 
distributorship  in  Montana.  One  of  the  before  mentioned  would 
operate  the  system  which  would  allow  individual  firms  to  have 
their  own  LEXIS  passwords  and  perform  on-line  searching  on  their 
own  personal  computers  via  modems.  One  subscription  fee  would  be 
paid  by  the  distributor,  who  would  do  all  billing.  This  would  be 
similar  to  our  WESTLAW  service.  We  would  like  to  know  what  you 
think  about  this  idea.  Please  contact  our  reference  librarian, 
George  R.  Jackson. 


♦HERMAN'S  HUMOR 

I  am  writing  of  my  will  mineself  that  des  lawyir  want  he 
should  have  so  much  money  he  ask  to  many  answers  about  the  family. 
First  think  I  don't  want  my  brother  Oscar  to  get  a  god  dam  thing  I 
got  he  is  a  mumser  and  he  done  me  out  of  four  dollars  fourteen 
years  since. 

I  want  it  that  Hilda  my  sister  she  gets  the  north  sixtie 
akers  of  at  where  I  am  homing  at  now  I  bet  she  don't  get  that 
loafer  husband  of  hers  to  brake  twenty  akers  next  plowing.  She 
can't  have  it  if  she  lets  Oscar  live  on  it  I  want  I  should  have  it 
back  if  she  does. 

Tell  mama  that  six  hundret  dollars  she  has  been  looking  for 
ten  years  is  berried  from  the  bakhouse  behind  about  ten  feet  down. 
She  better  let  little  Fredrick  do  the  digging  and  count  it  when  he 
comes  up. 

Pastor  Ticknitis  can  have  three  hundret  if  he  kisses  the  book 
he  won't  preach  no  more  dumhead  talks  about  politics.  He  should  a 
roof  put  on  the  meeting  house  with  and  the.  elders  should  the  bills 
look  at. 

Mama  should  the  rest  get  but  I  want  it  so  that  Adoph  should 
tell  her  what  not  she  should  do  so  no  more  slick  irishers  sell  her 
vaken  cleaner  they  noise  like  hell  and  a  broom  don't  cost  so  much. 

I  want  it  that  mine  brother  Adolph  be  my  executer  and  I  want 
it  that  the  judge  should  please  make  Adolph  plenty  bond  put  up  and 
watch  him  lik  hell.  Adolph  is  a  good  bisness  man  but  only  a 
dumpph  would  trust  him  with  a  busted  pfennig. 

I  want  dam  sure  the  schlaimial  Oscar  don't  nothing  get.  Tell 
Adolph  he  can  have  a  hundret  dollars  if  he  prove  judge  Oscar  don't 
nothing  get.   That  dam  sure  fix  Oscar. 

(Signed)  Herman  Oberweiss 

♦Reprinted  from  The  Judicial  Humorist  bv  William  Prosser. 


******************* 

The  editor  wishes  to  thank  Jan  Mills  for  her  expertise  and 
continued    patience    while    working    on    this    newsletter. 
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